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by Rev. Tony Ponticello

On September 9, 2012, Rev. Tony Ponticello addressed
the congregation at the Community Miracles Center in
San Francisco, CA. The United States had just completed
two weeks of intense politicalfocus, firstwith the Republican
National Convention in Tampa, FL and then with the
Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, NC. What
Jollows is a lightly edited transcription of that ralk.

ood morning everybody! “Politics and

Spirituality,” one of my favorite topics.

Both conventions are now over, and I
watched as much as I
could of both conven-
tions. I really tried this
year. It was my guid-
ance. I needed to not
justwatch the conven-
tion of the party that I
tend to resonate with.
I actually needed to
watch as much of the
convention as I could,
of the party that I
don’t resonate with.
That would be good
for me. That would be my challenge, to see if
I could stay open minded and find things that
I liked, find commonalities, to stay immersed

in the process, with a creative open mind.

I think, pretty much, I was successful. I can at least
say that I really enjoyed watching both of them. I always
found something that was interesting, or that made me
smile, with everything that I heard. I connected with the
spirits of the people who were speaking.

Between 30 and 40 million people watched the con-
ventions. That’show the ratings judge it now. Sometimes
people talk about how the number of people watching
the conventions has actually gone down over the years.
That may be true in one sense. That’s only the people

who watch them through live television, but we have to remember and
always factor in, that one doesn’t have to watch conventions on live TV
anymore. You can watch them on the internet for days passed. Thousands,
and tens of thousands of people, watch individual speeches through the
internet. It’s a different market place now, and there isn’t any way to track
how many people watch these conventions anymore. I loved them.

I did my best to rise above my partisan viewpoints. As I said, I think
I was fairly successful. It helped me to remember that the conventions,
and the speeches that were given, are like everything in the world, they
are actually neutral. They will only have the charge that I put on them.
It’s up to me. A Course In Miracles says, “... the world is neutral, and the
bodies which still seem to
move about as separate
things need not be feared.”
(OrEd. Tx.28.25) This was
a great idea to keep in my
mind while I was watching
some of the people that I
tend to think of as fearful.
Those bodies up there,
giving those speeches, re-
ally weren’t fearful, they
were actually neutral, and
I could perceive them in a
positive way.

There were many, many
significant things thathap-
pened. I celebrate these things. For me, one of the most significant things
that happened was that the platform for the Democratic party now has a
clause in it for marriage equality. This is remarkable and significant, if you
think about it. Over the years on our Miracles On-Line Discussion Group
(MOLDG) I've always posted anytime there has been some breakthrough
about same sex marriage, some new U.S. state or new country in the world
has made same sex marriage legal. I always post it. We have seen steady
progression over the years on this issue. Last year, New York State, a huge
state, made same sex marriage legal. Now this issue has actually worked
it’s way into a major political party’s platform. I like the new meme, the
new expression we have for same sex marriage, “marriage equality.” Of
course, parties do focus groups to decide what words work well. We don’t
want to call it “gay marriage” anymore. That doesn’t poll as well. Even
talking about it as “same sex marriage” isn’t as good as referring to it as
“marriage equality.” Everybody likes “equality.” Who doesn’tlike equality?

continued on page 2
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It’s hard to be against equality. “Marriage equality” is the new meme for
same sex marriage.

The clause in the Democratic platform is called the “Freedom to Marry”
clause. I'm going to read it because I think it’s pretty amazing. “We ...”
they are talking about the Democratic party now, “... support the right of
all families to have equal respect, responsibilities, and protections under
the law. We support marriage equality and support the movement to
secure equal treatment under law for same-sex couples. We also support
the freedom of churches and religious entities to decide how to administer
marriage as a religious sacrament without government interference.” That’s
a great clause. “We oppose discriminatory federal and state constitutional
amendments and other attempts to deny equal protection of the laws to
committed same-sex couples who seek the same respect and responsibili-
ties as other married couples. We support the full repeal of the so-called
Defense of Marriage Act and the passage of the Respect for Marriage Act.”
That’s a very comprehensive statement, a very powerful statement. I love
the clause that states that churches should be able to have whatever right,
or ability they need, to administer this as they see fit. In other words, the
government should not be able to force the Catholic Church to perform
marriage ceremonies for same sex couples, if the Catholic Church does not
want to do that. I thought this really covered that issue.

As an A Course In Miracles student I want to celebrate this, because
I think we should be seeing all our brothers and sisters as equals. In my
mind, there should be no reason why any same sex couple should not have
the same equal rights and privileges as any opposite sex couple. I think
having this clause in the Democratic platform is a very amazing thing, and
it wasn’t just quietly in the platform. Marriage equality was mentioned
over and over again, by speaker after speaker. There was one speaker, con-
gressman Barney Frank from Massachusetts, a gay man who has recently
married another gay man, and he mentioned that. Massachusetts is one of
the states that has legalized same sex marriage. However, he talked about
marriage equality as a brief side issue. He said it was not the main thing he
wanted to talk about. He simply mentioned that he was recently married
to another man. That was very sweet. Speaker after speaker talked about
marriage equality, including Michelle Obama when she made this mention,
“And he (President Obama) wants everyone in this country, everyone to
have the same opportunity no matter who we are or where we are from or
what we look like or who we love.” That was good.

Through the whole process of watching these conventions, and trying
to find good things about everybody, I was involved in a continual discus-
sion with my biological sister. She is a rabid conservative. She spews out
all the conservative rhetoric which frequently, to me, sounds hateful and
sometimes misogynistic — which is strange considering she’s a woman.
Sometimes I heard it as racist. She communicated all kinds of stuff. I read
or listen, and sometimes it is very, very difficult. I just needed to sit with
it. I was guided to just listen, and if I could find anything positive to say

about the conservatives I would say that. She was excited
that I would find something positive to say about the
conservative Republican speakers. I want to acknowledge
her for listening to all the Democrats and liberal speakers
as well. I saw her making an effort, although she usually
hated what they said, to find something positive to say
about their speeches. My sister and I stayed in that com-
munication. I want to give myself some kudos. I think I
did really well considering the rhetoric that was coming
from her. I saw my interaction with her as a way to keep
a loving relationship current. We should be able to talk
about these things. I should be able to talk about politics
with someone, even if I diametrically disagree with them.
We should still be able to have a friendly dialogue and
not have it affect a loving connection. There was one
particular time when I was really close to saying, “You
knew we just need to not talk about politics.” However,
I didn’t say that, because I was not guided to go there.

I did learn something practical while watching these
conventions. I’s much better to watch the conventions
on C-SPAN. I hadn’t realized this, but when you watch
the conventions on regular, commercial networks — even
if you are watching them live — with commentators who
comment on the speeches, you don’t see and hear all the
speeches. The commentators have to give their comments
and their analysis, but speeches are happening while the
commentators are talking. The speeches at the conven-
tion are continuous. The speeches don’t take a break so
that the network commentators can make their points.

continued on page 3
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2011 Income & Expenses
Jan. thru Dec. 2011. - Full Year

Income
Donations
Supporting Members 50,954.20
Other Donations 4,334.14
Donations Total $55.288.34
Books and Products
2011 Conf. Bookstore 13,001.93
E-Mail Orders 7,368.48
Mail & FAX Order 2,409.13
Wholesale Sales 553.05
Bookstore in S.F. 359.77
Books and Products  Total $23.692.36
Classes and Events
2011 Conference 31,048.00
2011 Conf. Sun. Service 4,344.00
2011 Marianne Williamson 1,027.00
2013 Conference 77,397.00
Classes, ACIM 9,182.00
Classes and Events Total $122,998.00
Other Income
Center Rental 5,619.00
Shipping Income 2,096.90
Subscriptions MM 682.00
Advertising Sales 314.94
Misc. Income 916.75
Other Income Total $9.629.59
Income Grand Total $211,608.29

Expenses

Teacher/Minister Comp.
Rev. Tony Ponticello
Employees

18,644.50
15,813.75

Benefits / Medical Insurance 12,072.00

Private Contractors 2,473.50

Payroll Taxes 3,548.10
Teacher/Min. Comp. Total $52.551.85
Fixed Expenses

Rent Paid 21,705.00

Utilities 4,964.77

Credit Trans. Fees 7,383.13

Business Insurance 1,698.00

Licenses and Fees 1,878.12

Depreciation 1,282.68

On-Line 1,418.30
Fixed Expenses Total $40.330.00
General Expenses

Predicted Confer. 2013 61,579.88

Conference 2011 14,675.57

Printer/Copier Lease 4,866.56

Presenter’s Books 2,544.88

Purchases - Books 15,014.69

Supplies & Services 10,474.20

Postage 3,132.02

Royalties 134.96

Car Expenses 2,237.63

Expense - Misc. 172.43
General Expenses Total $114.832.82
Expenses Grand Total $207,714.67

Income Remaining

$3,893.62
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The speeches keep right on happening. Apparently, those networks that we
like to watch have gone through the list of speakers in advance and made
arbitrary decisions about who are the important speakers to cover, and who
are not the important ones. Then the programmers have to schedule the
commercial breaks too. These decision are often inopportune. Frequently,
amazing speeches are missed. Luckily, today in this era of the internet,
once you hear that there was an amazing speech that you missed, you can
probably go to YouTube and find it and listen to it, but it takes an effort
to do that. Eventually, I learned that on the days that I watched C-SPAN
I got it all. T really got to see how these speeches and presentations come
one rightafter another, after another, and that the excitement can be build-
ing in a way that you don’t feel when watching on a commercial network
with commentators. There were some amazing, inspirational speakers that
I first missed, but later was able to hear. There were speakers that were
tremendously enthusiastic, excited, and motivating. There were speakers
that got delegates to laugh, stand up and cheer, even to march, and now I
can watch those again just to psych myself up. I want to save some of those
speeches. Those were pretty hot speeches. They were amazing. WhatI could
see, when I really looked, was that this was an example of people using the
body, their bodies, as a means of communication which is what A Course
In Miracles tells us is the only proper use of the body. The Course says,
“Yet what makes them God’s teachers is their recognition of the proper
purpose of the body. As they advance in their profession, they become more
and more certain that the body’s function is but to let God’s Voice speak
through it to human ears.” (OrEd.Mn.12.4) 1 saw many speakers moving
in that direction, trying to do that. They were trying to say something
inspirational, trying to make people feel good about what it was they were
all dedicated to. I saw speakers inspiring people about purpose. Maybe the
speakers were inspiring people around viewpoints that I didn’t share, but
I could appreciate that inspiration was what the speakers were trying to
do. They were trying to inspire people to do important work, and I could
recognize that as a good thing. It was people doing with the body what is
the one, true, spiritual purpose for the body.

I do know that many spiritual people tend to sit out elections because
they see elections as divisive, partisan, and really of the ego. However, I
think that is the spiritual challenge of the election. I will agree. “Yes,” on
the surface that is what is going on. I don’t deny that division is what is
going on on the surface, but I think it is our challenge, as A Course In
Miracles students, to go past that surface and be the spiritual voice that
can see beneath that surface. The Course says, “See how the body’s eyes
rest on externals and cannot go beyond. Watch how they stop at nothing-
ness, unable to go beyond the form to meaning. Nothing’s so blinding
as perception of form. For sight of form means understanding has been
obscured.” (OrEd. Tx.22.34) Monitor yourself. I needed to monitor myself.
How stuck did I get on the externals of what was going on and what was
being said? I needed to go beyond that and get to a higher spiritual truth
level. I needed to get beyond the polarization.

Everybody knows that I am a liberal. I connect with that point of view.
I don’t need to be secret about that or hide that. Itis a challenge when I am
listening to Congressman Ryan and Governor Romney who certainly are
not liberals, but are conservatives. I had a shift about Governor Romney.
I got that he really and truly believes, in his heart, that his experience,
that his success in the world, gives him a certain expertise. It gives him a
certain skill set. He’s confident. He’s very confident about his skill set. He
can analyze financial issues and problems. He believes that the country is

continued on page 4
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in a huge financial problem. He believes he has the skills to analyze that
problem. He believes he could make decisions and create policies that
would solve that problem and create a robust economy. I got that. He’s
probably not totally pure. Nobody’s intentions are totally pure. The ego
thoughts come in all the time, but a lot of his message was that he was the
one with the expertise and success. He has the skill set. He could really
solve the financial problem, and he is trying to convince us, the voters of
this country. Romney and his surrogates, together, are telling us that Mitt
Romney is the one for the job. And you know what — maybe they are right.
Am I willing to accept the fact that maybe Romney does have the financial
expertise? If we analyze the problem as strictly a financial problem, maybe
candidate Romney would be the one to handle that problem. I was, at least,
willing to accept that this was a valid, logical, and defensible argument.
For me to get that far was a miracle. That was a stretch, and that is why I
said I thought I did really good.

This argument for Mitt Romney reminded me of the A Course In
Miracles quotation thattells us, “Look about the world, and see the suffering
there. Is not your heart willing to bring your weary brothers rest?” (OrEd.
WkBF.191.12) 1 actually got, especially when Romney talked about his
Mormon faith and wanting to help others, that this is what he is sincerely
doing. He’s looked at the world; he’s seen the suffering. He wants to bring
some rest to this weary world, and he thinks he has the skills to do it. Then
we have this quote from ACIM, “It is of them who learned of freedom that
you should ask what freedom is. Ask not the sparrow how the eagle soars,
for those with little wings have not accepted for themselves the power to

-

The Community Miracles
Center’s Legacy Society

Join a growing group of miracle workers
who are making decisions about how

| their resources and energy will continue
the important healing work after they
have made their bodily transition.
Contact us on how to remember the
CMC in your Wills, Trusts, TODs and
other Legacy documents. Insure that you

and the CMC will continue into perpetuity. (800)621-2556

Legacy Society Members
Rev. Tony Ponticello, Rev. Rudy Colombini,

Rev. Tedosio Samora, Rev. Dusa Althea Rammessirsingh
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professional experience.

T (415)739-0938
Dusa Althea
Rammessirsingh B.A., C.M.T.

dusaalthea@earthlink.net

sharewithyou.” (OrEd. Tx.20.31) Well, if we want some
financial expertise, we would go to somebody who had
real, outstanding financial success. Governor Romney is
an eagle in the financial world. He’s not a sparrow. His
is a phenomenal, financial success story. If that is our
main issue, than it makes sense that we would want to
get somebody who was successful at that issue, to solve
that particular issue. I can find a lot of Course justifica-
tion for Mitt Romney and his position. All this helped
me to feel better about Mitt Romney and his potential
of being our next president.

As I mentioned last week, I probably will not vote
for Mitt Romney, but there are certainly things about
the Democratic party that don’t sit really well with me.
The main thing, and this was especially exemplified by
Joe Biden — who I like, and I like Joe Biden — but his
meme thathe pushed, and pushed, and pushed is, “Osama
bin Laden is dead and General Motors is alive!” Okay.
I’ve got it. General Motors is alive. That’s a great thing,
but do we really need to celebrate death as our salvation
from something, deliverance from something. He said

continued on page 10
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Community Miracles Center Supporting Member Pledge

mail to: 2269 Market St., San Francisco, CA 94114 -or- fax to: (415)255-9322

L
Ten Community Miracles Center Ministers

I am pledging this amount per month: $
Minimum is $25/month or $15/month if senior or person
living on SSI. See “Levels of Membership” below.

I am pledging for: (check one) I:l I:l

6 months 12 months

Signature:

Date: _ / /

Print Name:

I would like to receive monthly pledge

envelopes with which to mail in my pledge. -or-

I authorize the Community Miracles Center

to take my pledge from my credit card.

(provide credit card information at right) -or-

I live in the San Francisco Bay Area and

I want envelopes to use for the donation basket. -or-

I’ve set up an automatic bill pay from my bank

/ Birthday (month/day only)
‘We like to send birthday cards!

Check one: “New Sup. Mem.” or ___ “Renewal”
Only If “New”, please fill in below.

Month you want your pledge to start.

The CMC reserves the right to accept or decline
any Supporting Membership and may rescind a
Membership at any time.

List Of Member Benefits

1) Membership in our ACIM On-Line Discussion group.
Members automatically receive a short excerpt of the Workbook
Lesson of the day via email.

2) Access to our Members Only page which contains full lectures as
.mp3 files These files can be played on-line through your computer
or downloaded to play anytime or put on your .mp3 player (iPod).

3) Free subscription to our wonderful publication Miracles Monthly.
4) Access to the entire article archive on our web site.

5) 10% discount on our books and products. When Supporting
Members log into our On-Line Bookstore the prices they see auto-
matically reflect a 10% discount.

6) ACIM-1 Class Price $75 / 10 weeks (instead of $95)

7) Plus, and this is the greatest benefit, knowing that you are help-
ing heal the world in a direct and dynamic way.

Levels of Membership
Supporting Member: $25 to $49 per month

Seniors on limited income and people living on SSI may join
for $15 per month. Complete list of gifts given for the differ-

ent levels will be sent when we process your pledge.
$50 to $99 per month
$100 to $199 per month
$200 plus per month

Angels:
Guardian Angels:
Arch Angels:

Address:

Phone 1:
Phone 2:

Email:

If you have email then please give us a password (at least
5 letters or digits) This is for on-line discussion group

and on-line Bookstore.

(If this is a renewal then we do NOT need a new password.)

For credit payment please enter card number
We accept VISA, MasterCard and American Express

NN NN EEEEEEEE
expiration date: Dj Dj month/year




New Products at the CMC Bookstore

See How ACIM Works
Carol Howe

An 8-part video program designed
to cultivate peace of mind, leading to
transformation of: ® Relationships,
e Career, ® Health, and more. Your
journey begins with the answers to
three big questions about ACIM:
1) Its purpose, 2) Where it came
from, 3) Why now. Volume 1 of
this video series provides a solid
foundation for the exploration and
practice of ACIM and runs for 2
hours. Discover what it is for — and not for, basic foundational
principles and processes, what to expect, and how it works.

freg—25-66)-CMC Price: $19.95

SEE HOW

A Course In Miracles
LIDERL

PRESENTED BY CAROL HOWE

Spirit Junkie
Gabrielle Bernstein
HowdoesaNew York City publicist
and party girl turn into a go to guide
for the next generation? Gabrielle
shares the story of how she trans-
formed herlife, offering her spiritual
journeyasa guidebook for overcom-
ing fear, changing perceptions, and
creating a life you're psyched to
wake up for. Gabrielle has traded
self-doubt and addiction for a new
kind of high. In 2005 she became a
student of ACIM and since then she has been guided to teach

those spiritual principles to the next generation of seekers.

{reg-—23-66)-CMC Price: $12.78

Gabrielle Bernstein

v MARIANNE WILLIAMSON

Forgiving Kevin

Larry Glenz
Forgiving Kevinisatrue story abouta
father's effort to trustin Holy Spirit's
advice while his son descended into
the abyss of heroin addiction. The
story is written from the personal
journals of the father asking a Higher
Power for guidance to help his son.
The reader experiences the process of
dealing with the lies, crime, violence,
and betrayal by a beloved son caught
in the grip of an insidious illness.
Larry received his ordination as a reverend for his ACIM
church, Pathways of Light, in 2008.

{reg—17:99-CMC Price: $11.48

Hey, Holy Spirit,
It's Me Again
Rev. Myron Jones
Subtitle: A Dialogue With the Holy
Spirit on Lessons 1-90 of ACIM. This
is an essential guide for anyone ready
to step out of the illusion of suffering
and separation! It is indispensable
as a companion to anyone on the
ACIM pathway. Journey with Rev.
Myron Jones as she shares her daily
insights to accompany the first 90
lessons. Through sharing honestly and openly her day to day
personal experiences of practicing the lessons, you are lovingly

led by example.
{reg—22:95-CMC Price: $15.58

. Of Course!
lan Patrick

From the lighthearted to the pro-
found, these short essays reveal
the down-to-earth illumination of
a dedicated Course student who
"remembers to laugh" — and who
understands the everyday challenges
of working miracles. Ian discusses
some of the toughest challenges
known to students of ACIM: facing
the deaths of loved ones, letting go
of long-held grievances, trying to
comprehend Nelson Mandela meeting the Spice Girls; and

much more.

{reg—17:95-CMC Price: $15.48

Of Cou

How Many Lig o

-

Meaning to
Pause®

Bracelet

The Meaning to Pause®
bracelets help ACIM
students remember
their daily Workbook
lesson throughout the
day using a charming
bracelet with private
reminder technology.
Every 60 minutes the
bracelet vibrates on the wearer's wrist. Its gentle vibration is a
private, but deliberate, reminder that helps wearers remember
their Workbook lesson. (comes in 2 colors Jasper or Black)

{reg—41:99-CMC Price: $34.99
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The C.M.C.
Bookstore Order Form

Mastercard

FAX!
(415) 621-2591

Please fill out carefully and check your math.

gty.| item, title & author | unit price | total price

No shipping charge on eBooks BUT we will need a valid email address.

Please be sure to enclose payment: check, money order or credit
card information below. Our “Supporting Members” receive a 10%

discount. We'd love to count you among us! (call for information)

sub total #1
10% Supporting Member

name, address and phone number(s) of person ordering

T day ( )

- T night ( ) -

email address:

Discount

sub total #2

9.5% tax (CA only)
shipping & handling*
sub total #3

Donation to C.M.C. I

(tax deductible)

Only for Sup. Mem.

“Thank You !”

Grand Total

shipping address (only if different from above)

Checks Payable To:

Handling

(double for
foreign)

exp. date (month/year)

Add $1
for each

authorization signature

Visa M.C.

AmEx Toll free (888) 621-2556

for credit payment please enter card number

additional
AmEx $50 after

does $200.
not
use

this

last

box.

*Shipping &

Community Miracles Center (C.M.C.)

0.00 to 15.00 . $3.00
15.01 to 30.00 . $4.00
30.01 to 50.00 . $5.00
50.01 to 80.00 . $7.00
80.01 to 110.00 . $9.00
110.01 to 160.00 . $11.00
160.01 to 200.00 . $15.00

Miracles Monthly

Community Miracles Center

2269 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 94114
voice phone (415) 621-2556

OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

Write the title and author of the items
desired below, along with quantity
and prices. Mail the order to us or
FAX it for even faster service.
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Carol Howe
Homeward To An Open Door ... applying the effective teaching of ACIM into our lives (60 page book) . $895 $7.95
Healing the Hurt Behind Addictions and Compulsive Behaviors ... identifying and healing our pain . $16:66 $14.50
w Never Forget To Laugh ... Carol Howe, personal recollections of Bill Thetford, meticulously researched $24:95 $17.95
> See How ACIM Works (dvd) ... 2 hour video, how the Course works and how to work the Course . . $25:00 $19.95

Gabrielle Bernstein
W Spirit Junkie ... Subtitle: A Radical Road to Self-Love & Miracles, trading addiction for a new “high” . $23:60 $12.78
> Add More ~ing To Your Life ... Subtitle: A Hip Guide To Happiness, bulldoze negative thought patterns . $14:99  9.98

Children’s Books
The Children’s Material ... Bette Martin Cundiff, “Miracles” course for children with Little Lamb . $1695 $9.95
Emma and Mommy Talk To God ... fully illustrated children’s book. Marianne & her daughter Emma . $+6:95 $15.50
The Sunbeam and the Wave ... Harriet Hamilton, a delightful story about overcoming our fears . . $1+795 $11.95

Who’s in a Family? ... Robert Skutch, a celebration of diverse families: their similarities and differences $795 $6.25
Putting The Pieces Together ... Fun, happy songs. Lyrics that playfully convey self-esteem for kids . $26:00 $15.95

Other Books
The Holy Spirit’s Interpretation Of The New Testament — Understanding Acceptance Regina D. Akers . $36:00 $22.95
Gorgeous For God — Lisa Natoli, “... a 3-word constant reminder of my ultimate purpose in the world.”. $+9:95 $17.50
The Lives Of Helen Schucman & William Thetford — Neal Vahle, well researched and interesting . . $1995 $16.95
The Forgiveness Solution ... Philip Friedman Ph.D. a whole body Rx for finding happiness, love, & peace$16:95 $14.95
Marry Your Self First ... Linda Chappo, stop struggling through your single life, solutions for loneliness  16:95 $9.95
> God, Self, and Evil ... Robert J. Hellmann, Subtitle: A Miracle Theodicy, “Why does God permit evil?” . 2860 $12.95
> The Original Sin ... Mushtaq H. Jaafri, Subtitle: Correcting the Perception of Separation from God . 995 $895
W Forgiveness Is the Home of Miracles ... Robyn Busfield, Subtitle: A Personal Journey Through the Wkbk. +5:95 $13.95
W [ etter To a Prisoner ... Joe Wolfe, Subtitle: From a career criminal to a seeker of truth. Mystical exper. 1995 $16.95
> Breaking Free ... Lorri Coburn, Subtitle: How Forgiveness And A Course In Miracles Can Set You Free 1795 $15.98
> An Upgraders Guide ... Hugh Magee, Subtitle: How To Move On From Christianity & Rediscover Jesus 16:60 $8.48
@ Extraordinary Ordinary Forgiveness... Susan Dugan, we reflect the real world when we have forgiven all 22:95 $17.98
W Forgiving Kevin ... Larry Glenz, true story about a son descending into the abyss of heroin addiction . +799 $11.48
w Of Course! ... lan Patrick, Subtitle: How Many Light Bulbs Does It Take To Change, illuminating essays. +7:95 $15.48
= Hey, Holy Spirit, It'’s Me Again ... Rev. Myron Jones, Subtitle: A Dialogue with the H.S. on Lessons 1-90. 22:95 $15.58

Serenity — Rob Whitesides-Woo & Leigh-Taylor Young Audios (poetic readings to music)

@ Serenity Through ACIM (CD) ... moving short verses with music that soars, beautiful and uplifting . $1500 $13.00
@ Serenity Through Forgiveness (CD) ... longer ACIM passages with music that focus on forgiveness . $15:06 $13.00
@ Serenity Through Unconditional Love (CD) ... longer ACIM passages with music, focus on love . . $15:06 $13.00
Scott Kalechstein CDs & Books
The Eyes Of God ... Scott’s musical legacy matures. Soothing chants with chorus (CD) . . . $26:00 $15.95
Midwives of the Light ... heartfelt songs of personal and planetary transformation (CD) . . . $26:00 $15.95
Levitational Pull ... Scott’s latest takes his humorous side to new heights, wonderful (CD). . . $20:00 $15.95
Let There Be Light ...2 CDs, the Mellow CD and the Upbeat CD, a compilation of early music (CD) . $46:60 $31.95
Love Songs ... 11 songs for the hearts awakening (CD) . . $20:00 $15.95

Maps For The New World ... Joy abounds! Whistle and sing while you work and awaken. 15 songs (CD) $26-60 $15.95
Something New ... Masterful collaboration, Scott’s vocals moving from: jazz, pop, samba and swing) . $26:60 $15.95
Putting The Pieces Together ... Fun, happy songs. Lyrics that playfully convey self-esteem for kids . $26:00 $15.95
w Teach Me How To Love ... Scott’s first book. Comes with a CD of 17 of his best songs. Funny & Inspired.$24-95 $19.95

Donna Marie Cary CDs
Real Love ... a progression in Donna’ sound, richer arrangements expanding from the country sound . $15:60 $12.95
No Solid Ground ... Donna’s most mature sound, diverse songs designed to move, inspire and entertain . $+5:00 $12.95
w Fve of a Hurricane ... Inspiration for walking the path of healing and awakening. First CD in 16 years . $15:60 $12.95

Candace & DavidPaul Doyle
> When God Spoke To Me ... DavidPaul Doyle, Subtitle: The Inspiring Stories of Ordinary People ... . 1595 $9.95
The Voice For Love ... DavidPaul & Candace Doyle, Accessing Your Inner Wisdom To Fulfill Your ... . $1495 $12.95

Cards, Gifts & Other Products

Wisdom From ACIM ...200 Saying From ACIM printed on small cards. Great for study groups . . $15:06 $12.95
@ Meaning to Pause® Bracelet - Jasper ... Its vibration is a reminder for Wk.BKk. lesson (choose size) . $4+99 $34.99
> Meaning to Pause® Bracelet - Black ... Its vibration is a reminder for Wk.Bk. lesson (choose size) . $4199 $34.99



A Conference 2013 - Chicago, lllinois

A @i off Lillies

In] April 26, 27, 28 - 2013
mm (Fri. afternoon to Sun. afternoon)
Warren Wer".theimer David Fishman & The Congress Plaza Hotel. Enroll by Sep. 30, 2012
A Center For Inner  Regina Dawn Akers  World famous Chicago attractions right outside to save $50!
Peace ACIM Gather our doors - just minutes walk away. Arranged Call: (415)621-2556
Marin County, CA  Hasting-On-Hudson, NY excursions to major Chicago attractions. to enroll right now!
*Guest* '
Gabrielle
Bernstein
B Guest Speaker
Best Selling
Author Of:
Add More ~ing =
To Your Life,

Jubi Onyeama  Rev. Tony Ponticello SPirit Junkie & Tom Whitmore &  Jon Mundy, Ph.D.

& Clare Lamanna  Community Miracles (soon to be Carmen Cameron Miracles Magazine
ACIM International Center A;ele((l:sed) Course In Miracles Washingtonville, NY
Lake Delton, WI San Francisco, CA l:iyracalgze Society - Omaha, NE

A Giftof

“Offer each other the
gift of lilies, not the
crown of thorns; the

Rev. Deborah Pelps

gift of love and not Rev. Myron Jones Rev. Tony Senf
& Rev. Paul Phelps the gift of fear.” & Rev. Larry Glenz  Unity Center of the
MiraclesOne (OrEd.Tx.20.2) Pathways Of Light Heights
Madison, WI o Sanford, FL Cleveland Heights, OH

Price until 09.30.12: $499

10.01.2 to 12.31.12: $549 .
01.01.13 to 04.12.13: $599 Conference price includes 4

“At the Door” price: $649 all you can eat buffet meals!

Py T
DavidPaul Doyle Mary Gerard Lenihan Mark Anthony Lord Rev. Jennifer Hadley David Hoffmeister
& Candace Doyle

Donna Marie Cary

“This gathering of Miracle Workers
http://www.miracles-course.org/2013_conference.html in Chicago will be a seminal
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Politics And Spirituality

that many times. He repeats it on his stump speeches over and over again.
This was an often repeated theme from many speakers. Osama bin Laden
had been “taken out.” I see the Democrats have stopped saying that Obama
“killed” Osama bin Laden. They must have had some focus group decide
that they need to drop the “k” word, because it doesn’t poll well. They
have stopped talking about killing Osama bin Laden. They do talk about
taking him out of the scene and about him lying dead at the bottom of the
ocean. There is a part of me that is glad Osama bin Laden is gone. Then
I think about it. Does the fact that somebody is dead make me any safer?
Does it make the country any safer, the fact that a person has been killed?
Then I think, “Great. I am a member of the political party that thinks
death is salvation. This isn’t good.” A Course In Miracles says, “... noth-
ing is accomplished through death because death is nothing. Everything
is accomplished through life, and life is of the mind and in the Mind.”
(OrEd. Tx.6.61) Let’slook at this idea with our spiritual perspective. Killing
Osama bin Laden accomplished nothing, but since I'm a liberal I want to
jump right over Democrats touting bin Laden’s death. I tend to not want
to see the faults of my own party, because I identify with them, but I was
aware of this death problem. It was good for me that I was aware of it.
The most wonderful thing about the conventions wasn’t the big
speeches which everybody talks about. There is a lot of talk about President
Bill Clinton’s speech. People think he was amazing, and I tend to agree.
President Obama’s speech was terrific. Ann Romney did so well at the
Republican convention. There were so many wonderful inspirational
speeches. However, there were a couple that were a little under the radar
that were truly inspirational. One of them was a woman, from the state
of Illinois, who is running for the House of Representatives. Her name
is Tammy Duckworth. I don’t know if you know who she is. She’s the
veteran. She is the fighter, helicopter pilot. She was one of the first women
to fly a true combat helicopter in Iraq. Her helicopter got shot, and she
has lost both of her legs. She’s a double amputee. She is running for con-
gress. She does not have flesh legs. She has artificial legs, and they don’t
look like prosthesis. No, they still look like little mechanical, robot legs.
Maybe someday they will fit her with the kind of legs that look more like
human legs, but right now she doesn’t have those. When she walked out
on stage with those mechanical legs — she walked right out on stage boldly.
It was hard not to be moved. That was an inspirational image. To hear
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her then talk about her dedication to her Commander
in Chief, President Barack Obama — that was effective.
The authenticity and honesty was palpable. Her message
truly got in, and it was very inspiring. I’ve watched her
speech a couple of times.

Another speech that was really, really moving was
when former Representative Gabrielle Gifford went
on stage, at the Democratic convention, and recited
the Pledge of Allegiance. Gabrielle Gifford was the
congress woman who was shot in the head about a year
and a half ago. The bullet took out a piece of her brain.
There has been an amazing recovery. She is still, obvi-
ously, challenged and alittle compromised, but shelooks
great. She took the stage with a little help from Florida
Representative Deborah Wasserman Schultz, who cur-
rently is the chair person for the Democratic National
Committee. Representative Gifford can walk, but it was
a little difficult for her. Gabrielle Gifford proudly said
the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, you could tell it was
a little bit of a strain for her to do it. She wanted to say
it right, to get all the words right, and she did it! I can’t
watch that without crying. When the camera panned
the audience there wasn’t a dry eye in the house. That
“speech” put things in a different perspective for me.
Suddenly these were real people who put their lives at
risk. We don’t tend to think about being a politician as
alife risking occupation, but it is. Itis. These people put
their lives at risk. Other people who have risked their
lives for their country at other times, in the military like
Tammy Duckworth, have now moved into the political
arena. Last election there was John McCain. These are
people with incredibly strong convictions about wanting
to help people. Probably, at the core of all the politicians
and speakers — although it can get muddied up with
other ego agendas — at the core is that drive of wanting
to be “truly helpful.” A Course In Miracles says, “I am
here only to be truly helpful. — I am here to represent
Christ, Who sent me.” (OrEd. Tx.4.106) 1 could feel this
energy coming from just about everybody I listened to,
at both the Republican and Democratic conventions,
whether I agreed with their political positions or not. I
could see that at their core they were all in politics to be
truly helpful. As such, my heart went out to all of them.
I joined with them. I felt one with the whole process. I
loved the conventions.

Then a miracle happened for me. After having two
weeks of these spirited and challenging conversations with
my sister that were so hard for me to get through, after
both conventions had ended, I had an entirely different
conversation with my sister. She has a big challenge in
her life. The man that she lives with has severe diabe-
tes. He has already had part of his foot amputated. My
sister feels he isn’t truly working to keep his diabetes in
check. Now doctors want to cut his Achilles tendon so
that the gangrene in his foot doesn’t spread. Actually,
even this procedure doesn’t seem all that hopeful, and
the doctors are preparing him for the fact that he might
actually loose his whole foot. Obviously, this is very
challenging. My sister asked me, “Why do you think

continued on page 11
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. .. continued from page 10

Politics And Spirituality

he’s manifesting this?” I said to her, “You’re asking me
a spiritual metaphysical question? Let me sit down!” We
then had a significant conversation about metaphysics,
and spirituality. I don’t know if she has ever asked me
something like that before. I don’t think she would have

asked me this, had we not been having
two weeks of conversations when I was at
least willing to meet her, talk with her, and
respect her political views and her energy
about them. That connection that we had
through all those discussions created the
relationship, the rapport, and the oneness
to have my sister turn to me for a spiritual
and metaphysical reason. I doubt this
would have happened otherwise, and
I don’t remember this ever happening
before. It was remarkable to me.
Wedon’tknowwhat comes out of our
ability to stay open and one with people
who have the extreme opposite views
from those we have. There is something
about being able to see everybody as
our brothers and sisters, regardless of
the polarity of our views. I think we, 4
Course In Miracles students, have the
tools to do that. We can do that. Maybe
that is our role, and that is our challenge.
We are not to divorce ourselves from the
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political process, but to engage in it with our spiritual perspective, to see
beyond the form of the partisan rhetoric and to go deeper to the truth. So
many people in both political parties are incredibly dedicated to helping
people in whatever way they can. Isn’t that a great thing to celebrate. That
is indeed what this election does celebrate.

That’s my talk for today. Thank you. (applause) 9
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